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BY JEAN PAYNE

HE American Agronomic
TStewardship Alliance (AASA)

has completed its 12th year of
inspecting bulk agricultural retail
facilities. This program helps ensure
compliance and stewardship of
pesticide handling and storage.

The AASA is a not-for-profit
organization governed by a board that
includes pesticide manufacturers,
distributors, retailers and a state ag
department advisor. AASA conducts
a national stewardship inspection
program for ag retail facilities that
store bulk pesticides, portable refillable
containers, and packaged products.

Once every three years, your bulk

pesticide manufacturer (registrant)
who ships bulk product to your facility,
to help ensure that both parties

are working together to enhance
stewardship and to assure compliance
with the EPA regulations.

The retailers find value in the pro-
gram as evidenced by comments we
received after the 2016 inspections:

¢ “The inspector pointed out two

items that needed attention
and I was able to fix them
immediately.”

e “The inspector took the time

to explain the regulations; he
pointed out what I was doing
right as well as what needed
improvement, and he answered
all the questions I had.”

The American
Agronomic
Stewardship Alliance
celebrates one dozen
years of inspections.

A TRIBUTE TO
DAVE KEYSER,
KLEAN WASH

IN October, our industry lost Dave
Keyser of Klean Wash Inc., who was a
true professional in the bulk chemical
industry. Among many other things he
did for the industry, Keyser provided
the Quality Assurance inspections for
the American Agronomic Stewardship
Alliance (AASA) program. Due to his
leadership attention to detail, the
AASA program is fulfilling its mission.

Dave, we thank you and we miss you.

The pesticide manufacturer’s writ-
ten residue removal procedures.
The pesticide manufacturer’s
written description of acceptable
containers that you can refill the
product into.

You must maintain all records

of repackaging activity for the
current year and maintain those

employee or an entity that is
designated to perform EPA
inspections, such as your state
department of agriculture or
state environmental official.

If you are unsure of your documents

or procedures, please ask your bulk
product sales representative for
assistance or contact AASA at

repacking and must comply with the
items outlined below.

But if you are only transferring bulk
pesticides to another container for
the purpose of applying the pesticide
through your application equipment
and you do not deliver any unapplied
pesticide to a customer, the contain-
ers are “service containers” and the
repackaging rules do not apply to you.
While the EPA does not regulate “ser-
vice containers,” it does recommend
that these containers be identified with
the product label and name and ad-
dress of your company to help identify
the product in case of emergency.

If you are going to sell or distribute
portable refillable containers, make
sure you have all the following at
your facility to avoid a penalty from
the EPA:

records for three years. 309-827-2774.
You must furnish the records
for inspection and/or copying

at the request of any EPA

Payne is president of the Illinois Fertilizer &
Chemical Association, Bloomington, IL.

‘“ ALLIANCE

TANK SERVICE

Alliance Tank Service is an industry leader in
turn-key construction and repair of bulk
liquid fertilizer facilities.

Services Offered

-AP1 650 New Tank Construction
-API 653 Tank Repair

-Shop Fabricated Tanks (CS and SS)
-In-House Engineering

-Piping

O You must have a EPA issued
Pesticide Producing Establish-
portions of the FIFRA regulations ment Number.
pertaining to repackaging of bulk O You must have a written contract
pesticides. This puts us on notice that with the pesticide manufacturer
constant attention to detail when it to repackage the product for sale
comes to repackaging documentation or distribution.
is important. In 2017, AASA will O You must use the product label
emphasize the need for compliance in provided by the pesticide manufac-
this area, but in the off season here turer for the product at the time it
are things you can do to make sure \ was delivered to your facility.
you haven’t overlooked an important O Be sure to fill in the “net con-
\

-Insulation (Tank and Piping)
-Internal PVC Liners
-Interior/Exterior Coating

ag retail facility will receive an AASA
inspection. The inspection is no cost
to you, and the inspection report is
provided only to the facility and to the

e “The inspector was very
courteous and made sure he did
not disrupt my business while he
was performing the inspection.”

AASA provides a
point of contact for
retailers to help you
understand what needs
to be done to enhance
stewardship, to assure
compliance, and to
avoid costly federal or
state penalties.

requirement. tents” of the product on the bulk
Repackaging vs. Service Con- tank based upon the most recent

The Benefits of AASA tainers. The EPA defines repackaging bulk delivery to that tank.

There are numerous as “d‘istr‘ibuting or selling” meaning ‘ O You must have the following . Office: 918-22 5_1016
examples of how AASA “to distribute, sell, offer for sale, hold documents on file at the refilling
can help ag retailers: for distribution, hold for sale, hold for \ establishment before you begin Office: 855-557-1010
Recent EPA En- shipment, ship, deliver for shipment, ‘ repackaging. alliancetankservice.com
forcement Actions. release for shipment, or receive (and | 0 A written contract with the

In September, the EPA having so received), deliver or offer | pesticide manufacturer for the
levied some severe fines  to deliver.” In short, if you transfer ‘ products you will be repackaging.
against the industry for  bulk pesticides to a smaller container O A product label and accompanying
failure to comply with and do any of the above, then you are ‘ labeling (i.e., the booklet).
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